imprisoned for ever in the religious system which had caught
me and would whirl my helpless spirit as in the concentric
wheels of my nightly vision, I did not struggle against it,
because I believed that it was inevitable, and that there was no
other way of making peace with the terrible and ever-watchful
*God who is a jealous God'. But I looked forward to my fate
without zeal and without exhilaration, and the fear of the Lord
altogether swallowed up and cancelled any notion of the love
of Him.

I should do myself an injustice, however, if 1 described my
attitude to faith at this time as wanting in candour. I did very
earnestly desire to follow where my Father led, That passion
for imitation, which I have already discussed, was strongly
developed at this time, and it induced me to repeat the language
of pious books in godly ejaculations which greatly edified my
grown-up companions, and were, so far as I can judge, perfectly
sincere. I wished extremely to be good and holy, and I had no
doubt in my mind of the absolute infallibility of my Father as a
guide in heavenly things. But I am perfectly sure that there
never was a moment in which my heart truly responded, with
native ardour, to the words which flowed so readily, in such a
stream of unction, from my anointed lips. I cannot recall any-
thing but an intellectual surrender; there was never joy in the
act of resignation, never the mystic's rapture at feeling his
phantom self, his own threadbare soul, suffused, thrilled
through, robed again in glory by a fire which burns up every-
thing personal and individual about him.

Through thick and thin I clung to a hard nut of individuality,
deep down in my childish nature. To the pressure from without
I resigned everything else, my thoughts, my words, my antici-
pations, my assurances, but there was something which I never
resigned, my innate and persistent self. Meek as I seemed, and
gently respondent, I was always conscious of that innermost
quality which I had learned to recognize in my earlier days in
Islington, that existence of two in the depths who could speak
to one another in inviolable secrecy.
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